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territory) has been applied to the territory to the north
of the Coromandel coast, which includes the districts of
Ganjam, Vizagapatam, Godavari, Kistna, and Guntur. The
original Circars of Chicacole, Rajahmundry, Ellore, Konda-
pille, and Guntur, were the subject of a grant obtained by
Clive from the Great Moghul in 1765. The tract of country
known as the Northern Circars corresponds approximately
with that which, in early times, formed the kingdom of
Kalinga. The port of Calingapatam in Ganjam, and the
Oriya Kalinji and Telugu Kalingi castes, still preserve
the ancient name. Kling (a corruption of Kalinga) is
applied in the Malay countries, including the Straits
Settlements, to the people of Peninsular India who trade
thither or are settled in those regions. The phrase Orang
Kling Islam, i.e. a Muhammadan from the Madras coast,
which occurs in Patani Malay, refers to the Labbai and
Marakkayar Muhammadans, who go to the Straits Settle-
ments for the purpose of trade.
The name Coromandel was formerly applied to the east
coast of the Madras Presidency, extending northward from
Point Calimere to the mouth of the Kistna river, or even
further. The origin of the name has given rise to much
discussion. Thus it has been derived by different authorities
from Kuru-mandala, the realm of the Kurus, kuru-manal,
black sand, chola-mandalam, the country of the cholam
millet, and khara-mandalam, the hot country. It seems
most probable that the name is a corruption of Chora-
mandala or Chola-mandala, i.e. the kingdom of the Cholas,
who, in the tenth century, had their capital at Tanjore.
Ma'bar, which must not be confused with Malabar, is
said by Ibn Batuta, the Arab traveller, who visited South
India in the fourteenth century, to be the name which the
Arabs gave to the coast of Coromandel. In Marsden's
edition of The Travels of Marco Polo, Ma^bar is defined
as an appellation, signifying passage or ferry, given by the

